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Word: The Good Shepherd 
August 6, 2017  
Jason DeWit 
	
	
JOHN 10:1-21 
“An emphatic declaration that a person can experience a full life if 
they can entrust themselves to the care of the good shepherd” 
 
1) Jesus is the shepherd who directs (John 10:3-4; Psalm 25:4-5; 
Romans 12:1-2; Proverbs 3:5-6).  

	

• The good shepherd always stood in the gap between the 
sheep and all the uncertainties of life.  

• Jesus directs his followers through all the hurt, pain, 
shame, guilt, fear, worry, disappointments, self-defeating 
self-talk, overthinking, and anything else that stands in the 
way of a full life, Jesus stands between that and the person, 
directing him or her through it. 

• Direction comes through various aspects such as godly 
wisdom received from people, Bible reading, mediation, 
prayer and other spiritual disciplines, various life 
circumstances (Acts 16) and self-care. 

• 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 
• Characteristics of sheep: Can you relate? 

- Stubborn 
- Don’t adapt well to heat and dryness 
- Need food 
- Fragile 
- Rough Appearance 
- Naturally Defenseless 
- Need the care and concern of a leader 
- Stick together 
- Trained to obey 
- Don’t need expensive homes 

 
Caution: Jesus cannot direct those who don’t want to follow 
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2) Jesus is the shepherd who protects (John 10:7, 8, 12, 28-30; 1 
Thessalonians 5:23-24)  
 

• Jesus refers to himself as the gate in verses 7 and 9. 
• Shepherds would act as a gate by laying across the opening 

of the sheep pen if it didn’t have one. 
• Jesus similarly refers to himself as the one who stands in 

the gap between a person and anything that would prevent 
him/her from having a loving, uninhibited relationship with 
themselves, God, other people and the rest of creation 
through his work on the cross and resurrection, and 
miracles. 
 

Caution: Jesus is not referring the North American ideal of 
health, wealth and prosperity 

 
3) Jesus is the shepherd who gives a full life to his followers 
through an authentic love relationship (John 10:10; 1 John 4:8, 16; 
Psalm 63:3).  
 

• ‘Full life’ in the Greek is life for eternity, received in the here 
and now. 

• 1 John 4:8 and 16 identify God as love. And God is three 
persons of one essence. There is a love relationship among 
the godhead that is self-giving and always exalting in honor 
of the other. For love to be love, it must be expressed 
through relationship. A full life therefore, is love experienced 
within oneself, between God and people, people to people, 
and people to the rest of creation.   

 

4) Take Away 
 
“Remember and be encouraged because God is crazy in love with 
you, invites you into this love relationship, and loves you as He 
directs and protects” 
 
5) Take Home Questions… 
 

a) How is Jesus your Good Shepherd? How have you followed 
His voice of love and instruction? How could faith, gratitude 
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and spiritual disciplines help you better do so? What would 
this mean to your church and personal life?  

b) List all of the things that Jesus, “the good shepherd”, does 
for His sheep in John 10:1-21 and/or describes His 
relationship with them.  

c) Read and meditate on Psalm 23  
d) Sharing information helps the information become a 

concrete memory in our minds. Who is someone this week 
that you could share a story about God’s direction or 
protection with? It could be a friend, colleague, neighbor, or 
pastor.  

	
	
	
	
	
	
“Amen” 


