
Nehemiah: Power of Prayer –– Shayne Brown 
“Not only did he unleash his emotions through rivers of tears, but for 
several days he denied his body food so he could pray and seek the God of 
heaven.” Craig Groeschel 
 
Nehemiah 1-2:5 
 

• Understanding the Context 
The timeline  

- 640 Josiah king major reforms in Israel 
- Jeremiah continues to warn – judgement coming 
- Babylon defeats Assyria (Nineveh falls) 
- Babylon attacks – first deportation (Daniel etc) 
- Jeremiah calls people who are exiled to settle down (29) 
- Deportation number 2 (including king) 
- Jerusalem destroyed, Deportation 3 (including King) 
- Persia conquers Babylon - Cyrus is King 
- Cyrus allows all who want to return to do so and build temple. 
- Temple finished around 517/516 
- Esther made Queen – around 480 
- Ezra comes to Jerusalem 458 – brings Torah 
- Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem in 446 – to rebuild the walls 

 
 
Learning the ABC’s from Nehemiah 

• Allow your Heart to be Broken 
Nehemiah 1:4 
 
 
 

• Build on a Foundation of Prayer 
Nehemiah 1:4-11 
 
 
 

• Continue Praying 
Nehemiah 1:4-6, 2:4 
 
 
Take Away 1: How’s your prayer life?  Is prayer your foundation? 
 
Take Away 2: Fasting and praying for God to move. Commit to 
praying for every day for Country Hills community and to vigil in Jan. 
 
Got Questions?  Text 519-569-1565 or email shayne@pathwaycc.ca 

1) Take time to review Sunday’s teaching. What was one idea or 
thought that really grabbed your attention? 

2) What was something you disagreed with or that challenged you the 
most? 

3) Nehemiah is dedicated to prayer and fasting over what is going on 
Jerusalem. 
a) How important do you think prayer is in seeing God move?  

Why do you think this? 
b) What do you think the relation is between prayer and fasting?  

How important is it? Why do you think this? 
4) Read Nehemiah’s prayer in chapter 1. 

a) What verse in this prayer stands out to you most why?  
b) What place does confession have in times of prayer? How does 

it factor in to private vs. corporate prayer times? (James 5:16)  
c) What can we learn about prayer from Nehemiah’s prayer? 

5) Spend time praying for one another this week.   


