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John 11:45-57 
“Safety and security is misplaced when the fulfillment of it is put 
anywhere else except in an authentic love relationship with Jesus” 
 

1) Motivation: Safety and Security  

• Story of the Golden Gate Bridge 

• One of the necessities of human life - Abraham Maslow 

• Jesus knows it (John 14) 

 

2) Way of living: The Religious leaders 

• The Pharisees found their safety and security in their 

strict adherence to the law. 

• The Sadducees found their safety and security in their 

comfort, wealth and positions of authority. 

• The Pharisees and Sadducees’ lifestyle is their source of 

safety and security and the reason why they can’t believe 

in Jesus. 
 

3) We can be like them 

• People can be like the Pharisees when they misplace their 

need for safety and security in the laws of perfectionism, 

consumerism, and work-holism.  

• People can be like the Sadducees when they misplace 

their need for safety and security in their comfort, wealth 

and positions of authority. 

• It’s even misplaced when the church and people become 

our fulfillment of safety and security.  
 

4) Power in Jesus’ Name 

• John 20:30-31: “You will have life by the power in his 

name”. 

• Life through an authentic eternal love relationship with 

Jesus that is self-giving and always exalting in honour of 

the other. 



• A relationship with Jesus is meant to be the source of a 

safe and secure life. 

• ‘Easier said than done’ means ‘Cut ourselves some slack’ 

• Story of Team Hoyt 

 

5) Take Away 

• Believe safety and security can be found outside of 

human action 

• Prayer (allows a person to experience God) 

• Bible (affirms the experience) 

• Rest (We need times of rest and relaxation so we can 

unwind and trust in God’s timing) 

• Relationship (Connect with wise people and be part of a 

faith family) 
 

6) Take Home Study Questions 

a) The religious leaders in John 11:45-57 allowed their 

political beliefs about what should happen, blind them to 
who Jesus is and the safety and security in him. Have 

you ever allowed political or personal beliefs to get in the 

way of feeling safe and secure?  

b) Read Galatians 2:20. This passage talks about identity in 
Jesus. What does this mean to you? How does an identity 

with Jesus enable a person to feel safe and secure?  

c) Read Romans 8:31-32. This passage offers three hopeful 

assurances: (1) There is no opposition (8:31-31); (2) There 
is no condemnation (8:33-34); and (3) There is no 

separation (8:35-39). This means that God really is on 

the side of life, helping us to see life as he knows it. So, 
when failure occurs and guilt comes in, or when mental, 

physical and emotional exhaustion sets in, a Christian 

can still feel safe and secure. Do you agree? How so? 

 
“Amen” 


